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Examples of Toxic Chemicals in 
Some Cosme'cs 

•  Known or likely carcinogen 
 Arylamines, anilines, azo dyes (hair colors) 
 1,4‐Dioxane (various products) 
 Estradiol (shampoos, lo'ons) 
 Formaldehyde (nail products, shampoos, body washes) 
 Methylene Chloride (ar'ficial nails) 
 Silica (talcum powder and other products) 

•  Known or likely reproduc've toxicants 
 Lead (some color pigments; lips'ck or taRoos) 
 Phthalates (various products) 
 Parabens (various products) 
 Toluene (nail polish) 



Public Concerns 

•  Current Federal and State laws do not require 
safety tes'ng, review, or approval of cosme'c 
products prior to marke'ng 

•  Products that contain known/suspected 
carcinogens or reproduc've toxicants have not 
been fully evaluated for long‐term health effects 

•  Product labels not required to include all 
ingredients such as fragrances, colors & flavors 



Public Concerns 

•  Government & consumers lack informa'on on 
use of cosme'c products with poten'ally 
hazardous chemicals 

•  Health effects could occur before regulatory 
ac'on is taken 

•  Most highly exposed popula'on is workers in the 
personal care industry 



California  
Safe Cosme'cs Act 

•  Authored by Senator Migden (SB 484) 

•  Signed into law in October 2005 
•  Based on “Right‐to‐Know” 
•  Precau'onary approach; not risk‐based 
•  Chemical subs'tu'on 

•  Division of Environmental and Occupa'onal 
Disease Control lead for implementa'on (created 
CSCP) 

•  No funding provision 



Key Provisions of  
Safe Cosme'cs Act 

•  Cosme'c manufacturers are required to report to 
CDPH all products that contain poten'ally 
carcinogenic or reproduc've toxic ingredients as 
iden'fied by “authorita've bodies” 

•  Companies are required to report if: 
 they marketed product with reportable chemicals in 
California ader January 1, 2007  

 their name is listed on product label, AND 
 their total aggregate annual sales exceed $1 million 



Key Provisions of  
Safe Cosme'cs Act 

•  “Trade secret” informa'on claims 

•  CDPH to conduct health studies 
•  No'fy Cal/EPA and Cal/OSHA of consumer product or 
workplace concerns 



Ini'al Focus of CSCP 

•  Engage stakeholders 
•  Obtain legal consulta'on 
•  Provide guidance 
•  Outreach 

 CSCP web page 
 toll‐free help line 
 informa'on “fact” sheets 
 contacts database 
 Contacted 16,000 manufacturers around the world 



www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/cosmetics 



List of Chemicals that Meet 
Criteria Listed in Statute 

         CSCP Chemical List

NTP

Known/Reasonably Anticipated

RoC

EPA

Group A,B1,B2,

known or likely carcinogen

IARC

Group 1A, 2A, 2B

NTP CERHR

Some/Clear Evidence

Repro/Devel Toxicity

Proposition 65





Ini'al Focus of CSCP 

•  Develop and launch online repor'ng system for 
cosme'c manufacturers 

•  Instruc'ons & guidelines 
 Post online when system launches 
 Companies required to submit chemical informa'on 
within four months of system launch 

 Con'nuous repor'ng thereader ‐ with one month due 
date 

 Op'on to report product reformula'ons or other 
changes 



Example Data Fields 

•  Company & submiRer informa'on 

•  Product informa'on 
 names on label 
 product type 
 manufacturer 

•  Reportable ingredients & concentra'ons 
•  Collec'ons, colors, scents, flavors & specific 
chemicals 

•  Perjury statement and electronic signature 







Ini'al Focus of CSCP 

•  Make reported non‐confiden'al informa'on 
available to the public 

 Live (coincides with data entry) 
 Only data not deemed to be trade secret 
 Subset of all data 
 Sorted by product type 
 Captures changes to data 
 Available for download 
 Searchable? 



Future Ac'vi'es 

•  Evaluate repor'ng compliance and data 
completeness, including verifying changes in 
product formula'ons 

•  Consider changes in data collec'on procedures 
based on evalua'on 

•  Review informa'on collected & assess health 
implica'ons 

•  Collaborate with other researchers 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CSCP Contact Informa'on   

California Safe Cosme'cs Program 
Department of Public Health 
850 Marina Bay Parkway, Bldg. P, 3rd Floor 
Richmond, CA 94804 
CSCP Help Line: 877‐325‐3223 

Fax: 510‐620‐5743 

Email: cosme'c@cdph.ca.gov 

CSCP Web site: www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/
cosme'cs 


