
Federal oversight over cosme1c manufacturers: 
the need for policy reform to advance worker 

health and safety 



deficiencies in the current regulatory system 

•  One of the least regulated consumer 
products on the market 

•  No restric1ons on the use of harmful 
ingredients  

•  No requirements for pre‐market safety 
assessments  



Need for reform is long overdue 



Problems with cir review 

•  Industry funded and self‐policing  

•  Over a 30‐year span, has only reviewed 11% of the 12,500 
ingredients used in cosme1cs 

•  Review process does not consider cumula1ve effects of 
exposure to toxic ingredients over a life1me  

•  Does not take into account total exposure of cosme1c 
ingredients in combina1on with other chemical exposures  

•  Does not consider 1ming of exposure 



Inadequate safety informa1on 

•  Hazard Communica1on Standard requires manufacturers to provide MSDS 
to employees and customers  

•  Employers required to explain MSDSs to employees and alert them to 
poten1al hazards 

•  Shortage of OSHA inspectors to enforce the Standard 

•  Differences in Board licensing requirements makes it difficult to evaluate 
worker protec1ons 



U.S. Policy versus the EU  

•  EU Cosme1c Direc1ve uses a hazard‐
based, precau1onary approach  

•  Direc1ve automa1cally bans chemicals 
that are known or highly suspected to 
be carcinogens, mutagens, or 
reproduc1ve toxicants 

•  Bans hazardous ingredients regardless of 
levels in products 



Voluntary measures  

•  Some manufacturers 
are voluntarily 
removing ingredients of 
concern 

•  No guarantee that 
subs1tute ingredients 
are any safer 



Recommenda1ons for a new cosme1c policy 

•  Pre‐market safety assessment of all cosme1c ingredients 

•  Ban on chemicals linked to cancer, muta1on, and reproduc1ve harm 
•  Full ingredient lis1ng on product labels and company web sites, including the 

cons1tuent ingredients of fragrance and salon products 

•  FDA requirements for substan1a1ng the safety of ingredients used to 
formulate cosme1cs  

•  A grants program to encourage the crea1on of innova1ve solu1ons and safe 
alterna1ves to toxic chemicals in cosme1cs  

•  Right‐to‐know informa1on about hazardous chemicals in cosme1c products 
and manufacturing prac1ces for workers 

•  Adequate funding to ensure the FDA Office of Cosme1cs and Colors has the 
resources it needs to provide effec1ve and meaningful oversight 

•  Timetable for safety tes1ng ingredients already used in cosme1cs, priori1zing 
those chemicals with known or suspected adverse health impacts 



Short‐term recommenda1ons 
•  Voluntary removal of chemicals of concern 

•  Easy to understand, mul1‐lingual safety informa1on 

•  BeZer labeling and warnings 

•  Incorporate safety informa1on regarding toxic exposure into licensing 

exams 

•  Improve ven1la1on in salons  

•  Ensure greater access to  health care and occupa1onal medicine  

•  Ensure the needs of nail salon and cosmetology service community 

are included in the state’s green chemistry ini1a1ve  



For More Information:  


